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InfoSec is exciting, but how do you get 
started?

● New Zealand (and the world) needs more security professionals 

● InfoSec is exciting and interesting, why aren’t more people getting involved?



A bit about me

● Software Tester - Erudite Software

● Non-technical background

● Was always interested in IT, but thought entry requirements were too 

daunting



How did I get started in 
software?





Talk to mountain climbers and those familiar 
with mountains.

Find people that have made it to where you 

want to be - talk to them

Make it clear that you want to learn, and that 

you’ll put the effort in.

Learn how they got started

Listen



Find the stones in the mountain, and 
share the load

● SMART goals, cliche but useful

● Make your goals accountable



Climb with others

● Find like minded people and learn together

● Learn from their experiences

● Learn by teaching



OWASP Top Ten 



Irritable Bowel Syndrome, External Bowel Syndrome, 
Crying In Ur Intestines

1. Injection
2. Broken Authentication
3. Sensitive Data Exposure
4. External XML Entities
5. Broken Access Control
6. Security Misconfiguration
7. Cross Site Scripting
8. Insecure Deserialisation
9. Using Components with Known Vulnerabilities

10. Insufficient Logging and Monitoring



Security Testing





Thanks to the following:
Murray Polson - Erudite Software

Dan and James from the Super Testing Bros
Tom Griffin

Brendan Seerup, Santhosh Tuppad
Erin Okoko, Teresa Wetherall, Rasha Taher,

Swapna Soni, Prachi Jain,
Jasmin Liu, Ali Haydar - WeTest Slack

Francois Marais - Defend Ltd
Shofe Miraz - ZX Security

Jeremy Stott - Vend



Questions?



How to reach me

I’m always interested to talk testing and learn something new.
If you’d like to get in touch you can find me here:

Twitter - @TesterMikeNZ  https://twitter.com/TesterMikeNZ

LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-clarke-nz/ 

My blog - https://mikethetesternz.wordpress.com/ 

On the Minstry of Testing Auckland Slack group  
or at one of our Meetups

https://twitter.com/TesterMikeNZ
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-clarke-nz/
https://mikethetesternz.wordpress.com/
https://join.slack.com/t/wetestauckland/shared_invite/enQtNDY3OTQyMTg0MTgyLWRmMGY0Mzk0OTZkNTU0NjM4MDNjNTg2ZDMyODMzZTc0ZjJkMzQ4OTNkNzY2ODUxMjUzODE3MmIyZThhNDRlMjY
https://www.meetup.com/Ministry-of-Testing-Auckland/

