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If you don’t first register 
your own security control 
implementation, the 
default implementation 
will be used when the 
base class is asked for a 
security control.

ESAPI also has its own 
configuration mechanism 
and configuration 
settings, but these are 
not depicted for clarity.

I need a security control 
to fix a vulnerability.

Ok, I’m going to use the 
security control now.
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Perform security check, 
or do something that 
results in a security 
effect

Your existing security controls or services, 
such as an enterprise authentication service
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The security control you called 
needs to use another ESAPI 
security control (and so on), 
and may call one of your 
existing security controls, 
depending on its 
implementation

8 9

Registered 
ESAPI security 

control

7

OWASP ESAPI is not “just” a set of interfaces 

(there is more to it than you might think, which is yet another reason 
why you don’t want to be building your own security controls) 
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This is a draft, version 0.1, 
August 27 2009.

Questions/Comments?

Email Mike at 
boberski_michael@bah.com
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